
 

 

    
    
 

Town of Ashland 
Planning Commission  

Work Session 
Minutes 

April 10, 2013 – 6:30 p.m. 
 
The Planning Commission of the Town of Ashland, Virginia, held a work session on 
Wednesday, April 10, 2013, in the Town of Ashland Council Chambers located at 101 
Thompson Street, Ashland, Virginia.   
 

Present:   Alan Abbott, Chairman 
   Lou Ann Jewell, Vice-Chair 

  Bob Brown  
  Felix Stevens, III 
  Bob Flanagan  

 
Absent: None. 

 
Others Present: Nora Amos,  

Director of Planning and Community Development 
Bryant Phillips, Senior Planner 
Dr. Spagna, Council Liaison 
Nancy Quesenberry, Administrative Assistant 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mr. Abbott opened the Planning Commission work session at 6:37 p.m. 
 
The Planning Commission reviewed the items for the Planning Commission meeting scheduled 
for 7:00 p.m. 
 
Ms. Amos announced that Mr. Phillips would be starting a new position with Hanover County 
Government. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
There being no other items, the work session was adjourned at 6:54 p.m. 

T o w n   o f   A s h l a n d 
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Town of Ashland 
Planning Commission 

Minutes 
April 10, 2013 –7:00 p.m. 

 
A regular meeting of the Planning Commission of the Town of Ashland, Virginia, was held on 
Wednesday, April 10, 2013, at 7:00 p.m. in the Town of Ashland Council Chambers, located at 
101 Thompson Street, Ashland, Virginia.   

 
Present:   Alan Abbott, Chairman 

  Lou Ann Jewell, Vice-Chair 
Bob Brown 
Bob Flanagan 
Felix Stevens, III 
 

Absent: None. 
 
Others Present: Nora Amos,  

Director of Planning and Community Development 
Bryant Phillips, Senior Planner 
Dr. Spagna, Council Liaison 
Andrea Erard, Town Attorney 
Nancy Quesenberry, Administrative Assistant 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Mr. Abbott called the regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
Ms. Jewell  Here 
Mr. Flanagan  Here  
Mr. Brown  Here 
Mr. Stevens  Here 
Mr. Abbott  Here 
 
DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: 
 
Mr. Abbott stated that a quorum was present. 
 
 
 

T o w n   o f   A s h l a n d 
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APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
 
Mr. Abbott asked if there were any amendments to be made to the agenda.  
 
There being none, it was the consensus of the Planning Commission to adopt the agenda as 
presented. 
 
CITIZEN INPUT: 
 
Mr. Abbott opened the floor for public comment. 
 
There being none, Mr. Abbott closed that portion of the meeting. 
 
PRESENTATION OF MINUTES: 
 

A. Approval of February 13, 2013, Planning Commission Regular Meeting Minutes. 
B. Approval of February 21, 2013, Planning Commission Work Session Meeting 

Minutes. 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Jewell to approve the February 13, 2013, Planning Commission 
regular meeting minutes as well as the February 21, 2013, Planning Commission Work Session 
minutes as presented. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
Mr. Stevens  Aye 
Ms. Jewell  Aye 
Mr. Flanagan  Aye  
Mr. Brown  Aye 
Mr. Abbott  Aye 
 
With all Ayes, the motion passed. 
 
PRESENTATION 
 

None.  
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

A. REZ13-0107 – Sumpter T. Priddy, Jr. Rezoning – Bryant Phillips 
 
Ms. Amos stated that staff is not going to provide the same presentation that has been 
provided over the past two (2) months as nothing has significantly changed.   
 
Ms. Amos stated that staff is still in the discussion process with the property owner and 
had a very productive meeting this afternoon and that it was her opinion that some of the 
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concerns that have been brought up over the past couple of months should be addressed 
by the May 8, 2013, Planning Commission meeting. 
 
Ms. Amos stated that it was staff’s recommendation that the Planning Commission defer 
the rezoning request following the continuation of the public hearing since there are a 
good number of citizens present that would like to speak; and that staff would continue 
working with the Applicant on this project. 
 
Mr. Abbott opened the public hearing and asked if there was anyone that would like to 
come forward to speak for or against the case being presented. 
 
Tayloe Moore – 500 Thompson Street, (the corner of Thompson Street and Chapman 
Street), Ashland, Virginia. 
 
Ms. Moore spoke in opposition of the rezoning request, stating it has been demonstrated 
by Mr. Brown that the 3.5 acre parcel could accommodate four (4) business sites 
consisting of up to 2,500 square feet and that it was her opinion that this parcel holds a 
potential to become a strip mall on the western gateway coming into the Town.  Ms. 
Moore also expressed concern for the potential for increased traffic on Thompson Street. 
 
Ms. Jewell stated that she received a letter from Ms. Tayloe Moore dated March 21, 
2013, as well as one dated March 16, 2013, from Ms. Patricia Morris and would like 
them to be added to the record. 
 
Ms. Moore spoke again requesting any updates regarding what Mr. Priddy has planned 
for the property being discussed. 
 
Mr. Priddy stated that it was his intention to make improvements on the property as soon 
as possible.  
 
Ms. Jennifer Morris – 714 South Center Street, Ashland, Virginia. 
 
Ms. Morris stated that she would like to speak in opposition to the rezoning of this 
property.  It was her opinion that there are several vacant commercial spaces and that it 
was also her opinion that those spaces should be filled before rezoning additional 
property for commercial use. 
 
Ms. Beth Gray – 11308 Clover Hill Drive, Hanover, Virginia. 
 
Ms. Gray spoke in opposition of the rezoning stating concerns of increased traffic and 
her desire to keep the commercial zoning in the areas that are currently zoned 
commercial and not mix commercial zoning with residential zoning. 
 
There being no further public comments, Mr. Abbott closed the public hearing. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Brown to continue the public hearing until the May 8, 2013, 
Planning Commission meeting. 
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 ROLL CALL: 
 
Ms. Jewell  Aye 
Mr. Flanagan  Aye  
Mr. Brown  Aye 
Mr. Stevens  Aye 
Mr. Abbott  Aye 
 
With all Ayes, the motion passed to continue the REZ13-0107 – Sumpter T. Priddy, Jr. until the 
May 8, 2013, Planning Commission meeting. 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Jewell to defer consideration of this item until the May 8, 2013, 
Planning Commission meeting to allow staff and the Planning Commission time to gather 
further information and detailed proffers to make this the best outcome. 
 
It was the consensus of the Planning Commission to defer consideration of this item until the 
May 8, 2013, Planning Commission meeting. 
 

B. REZ13-0129 – Concrete Pipe & Precast, LLC – Bryant Phillips 
 
Mr. Phillips stated that there would not be a presentation on this case as staff is still 
working with the Applicant on the proffers, and the Applicant is still working on finding 
a potential tenant for the property. 
 
Mr. Phillips stated that the Applicant has requested that the Planning Commission 
continue the public hearing until the May 8, 2013, Planning Commission meeting. 
 
Mr. Abbott opened the public hearing and asked if there was anyone that would like to 
speak for or against this case to please come forward and do so. 
 
There being none, Mr. Abbott brought the case back to the Planning Commission for 
discussion. 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Jewell to defer action on the rezoning case REZ13-0129 – 
Concrete Pipe & Precast, LLC until the May 8, 2013, Planning Commission meeting, 
leaving the public hearing open. 
 

ROLL CALL: 
 
Mr. Brown  Aye 
Mr. Stevens  Aye 
Ms. Jewell  Aye 
Mr. Flanagan  Aye  
Mr. Abbott  Aye 

 
With all Ayes, the motion passed to continue the public hearing and defer action on the rezoning 
request until the May 8, 2013, meeting. 
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ACTION ITEMS: 
 

A. SUB12-0921 – Sumpter T. Priddy, Sr. & Cornelia W. – Subdivision Preliminary 
Plat – Bryant Phillips 

 
Ms. Erard stated that the subdivision plat that was submitted by Mr. Priddy shows that his 
property line goes to the abutting property line, which is owned by Ms. Janie Bowles.   
 
Ms. Erard reminded the Planning Commission that Ms. Bowles came to a recent Planning 
Commission meeting and stated that she was the owner of a small triangular piece of property 
on U.S. Route 54 and that it was her claim that she was the owner of the area half way into Mill 
Street and half of way into John Street as a result of the vacation of the right-of-way. 
 
Ms. Erard stated that she has extensively researched this information and communicated with 
Ms. Bowles as well as Mr. Priddy’s attorney that it was not clear in the records who owns this 
property.  Therefore, the Town Council has authorized Ms. Erard to file an action in the 
Hanover County Court System for the courts to make a determination regarding the correct 
owner of this property. 
 
Ms. Erard stated that staff has spoken with Mr. Priddy and suggested an option which could 
assist in moving forward on the subdivision case which would be to amend his subdivision plat 
at the John Street and Mill Street locations while the right-of-way issue is resolved in the courts. 
 
Mr. Dennis Beard with Goodfellow, Jalbert, and Beard and Associates. 
 
Mr. Beard stated that he was the engineer representing the Applicant, Mr. Priddy. 
 
Mr. Beard stated that the subdivision plat is a preliminary plat; and when it was being drawn up 
it was believed that all of the right-of-ways would convey to Mr. Priddy.  Mr. Beard stated that 
it would not be an issue to revise the subdivision plat to have the property lines moved back to 
the center line of Mill Street and John Street. 
 
Ms. Erard asked if the subdivision plat was related to the rezoning request. 
 
Ms. Amos stated that currently the subdivision plat does relate to the rezoning request and that it 
may be in the best interest of Mr. Priddy to wait until next month to make any changes. 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Jewell to defer SUB12-0921 – Sumpter T. Priddy, Sr. & Cornelia 
W. Subdivision Preliminary Plat until the May 8, 2013, Planning Commission meeting. 
 
Ms. Jewell asked how much property is being considered for the vacation of the right-of-ways 
for the two (2) streets. 
 
Ms. Amos stated that on the John Street side it would be 1,300 square feet. 
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Ms. Erard stated that in her research she discovered that in 1961 the Town Council had 
previously vacated Mill Street. 
 
Mr. Priddy stated that to do repairs on the property would require two (2) different building 
code requirements; one (1) being residential guidelines and the other being commercial 
guidelines.  Mr. Priddy was requesting permission to proceed to do repairs on the interior of the 
building along with guidelines of which repairs he could move forward on. 
 
Ms. Amos stated that she would be happy to discuss this with Mr. Priddy tomorrow. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
Mr. Stevens  Aye 
Ms. Jewell  Aye 
Mr. Flanagan  Aye  
Mr. Brown  Aye 
Mr. Abbott  Aye 
 
With all Ayes, the motion passed to defer the Subdivision Preliminary Plat request to the May 8, 
2013, Planning Commission meeting. 
 

B. SUB13-0313 - Ashland Business Park, Section Two Subdivision (Tractor Supply) – 
Bryant Phillips 

 
Mr. Phillips reviewed the Subdivision Application as presented in the Planning Commission 
packet. 
 
Mr. Phillips stated that the preliminary plat addresses comments provided by staff and Hanover 
County Department of Public Utilities, and satisfies the requirements of the Subdivision and 
Zoning Ordinances. 
 
Mr. Phillips stated that staff recommends approval of the preliminary plat dated March 12, 
2013. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Brown to recommend approval of the Preliminary Plat SUB13-0313 
– Ashland Business Park, Section Two Subdivision (Tractor Supply) dated March 12, 2013. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
Mr. Flanagan  Aye  
Mr. Brown  Aye 
Mr. Stevens  Aye 
Ms. Jewell  Aye 
Mr. Abbott  Aye 
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With all Ayes, the motion passed to recommend to the Town Council approval of the 
Subdivision Preliminary Plat request SUB13-0313 – Ashland Business Park, Section Two 
Subdivision (Tractor Supply) dated to the March 12, 2013. 
 
 
REPORT OF COMMITTEES: 
 
Town Council – George Spagna 
 
Dr. Spagna stated that the recent Town Council Actions are listed in the Planning Commission 
packet. 
 
Dr. Spagna stated that staff and the Town Council are proposing a pay increase for all staff and 
a modest increase in the lodging tax by one (1) cent and the cigarette stamp tax by six (6) cents. 
 
Ashland Main Street Association – Nora Amos 
 
Ms. Amos provided a brief update on the Ashland Main Street Association. 
 
Ms. Amos stated that the Ashland Main Street Association has applied to become an official 
Main Street designated community, and hope to hear something in a few weeks. 
 
Ms. Amos stated that the date of the ribbon cutting ceremony for the official opening of the 
Municipal Parking Lot will be on April 19, 2013, with a reception to follow in the Town Hall. 
 
Economic Development Authority –Nora Amos 
 
Ms. Amos provided a brief update on the Economic Development Authority. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 

A. Bryant Phillips  
 
Mr. Abbott stated that Bryant Phillips will be moving on to work for Hanover County as a 
Budget and Management Analyst. 
 
Mr. Abbott read a letter into the minutes as follows: 
 
Dear Mr. Phillips, 
 
On behalf of the Planning Commission, I extend to you our sincere gratitude to the Town as 
your service as Senior Planner.  Your planning, GIS and presentation skills have been an 
invaluable benefit to the Planning Commission. Your contribution to Ashland and our 
community has been greatly appreciated.  The Ashland Planning Commission wishes you well; 
as you continue your career with Hanover County. 
 
Very Truly Yours, 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 

A. None. 
 
UPCOMING ITEMS: 
 

A. Randolph-Macon College Zoning Ordinance Amendment to Allow Dormitory Use 
at 113 Railroad Avenue (Applicant’s letter of request has been included in the 
Planning Commission packet). 

B. April 24, 2013, Planning Commission Work Session, 6:30 p.m. 
C. May 8, 2013, Planning Commission Work Session, 6:30 p.m. 
D. May 8, 2013, Planning Commission Regularly Scheduled Meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:52 p.m. 


